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Astonishment is the spark
that ignites thought.

Leonardo Ordóñez



Understanding that one of the biggest 

problems affecting the contemporary 

subject is disaffection with what 

surrounds us, we have developed a 

piece that investigates the concept of 

thauma. Aristotle, in the first book of 

his Metaphysics, points to thauma - 

wonder, astonishment - as the origin of 

knowledge and philosophy.

We conceive Thauma as a stage 

poem. A piece to discover a different 

point of view of things assumed. Awe 

(astonishment) entails a break with 

the world, a split, a radical feeling of 

strangeness in the face of known reality. 
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>> To question the assumed is to question, 

not only about the objects that surround us, 

but also how they appear and what rules 

they are subject to. Therefore this makes 

us inquire about perception and play with 

elements such as gravity, proportions, 

perspective, colors and shapes. And play 

with the mechanisms that make our head 

fill in the holes of what we don’t see.

Someone once said “Do politics, because 
if you don’t, someone will do it for you 
and probably against you”, we say: “Let’s 
imagine, because if we don’t, someone 
will imagine for us, and probably against 
us”.

Thauma appeals to humor, to the beauty, 

the rudimentary, the handmade, the 

surprising and the unseen. Understanding 

the theater as a place for the game of 

perceptions. Creating scenes stripped of 

words, of categories, of everything that is 

familiar to access a gaze that does not read 

the scene, but looks at it or contemplates it.

We are interested in generating a curious 

and playful look from the viewer, with that 

feeling of looking at something for the first 

time, discovering and being surprised.

VIDEO EXPLANATORY OF THE PROJECT

TRAILER

https://youtu.be/yMA80-Aty8M?si=cMbBPITIAjgN5fB5
https://youtu.be/yMA80-Aty8M?si=rlD7SEazBdF2HP1K


I have told it this way before: we do not need answers; we have 
thousands of answers; The world around us is a great answer 
rather than a great question. So we need questions. But questions 
need a push, a thorn, a trigger. It’s called “awe.”

Santiago Alba Rico



Thauma is a journey through an amazed 

mind.

It works like a poetic game, in which top and 

bottom, background and figure, the big and 

the small are confused, creating different 

ways of seeing the same thing.

It follows the codes of the graphic novel and 

the theater of objects, proposing a landscape 

that gradually opens up, revealing its interior.

Thauma is a scenic poem focused on the 

ability to marvel and remain suspended in 

a poetic terrain that has no purpose, no 

conclusion, and no ending.

Thauma appeals to humor, beauty, mystery 

and the unexpected, to an astonishment that 

does not formulate thought, but can be the 

seed of thinking itself.
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LA MULA , formed by Magda Puig Torres 

and Andreu Martínez Costa, is a theater 

company that works with visual arts, 

puppets and space.

Interested in perception, its alteration and 

playful game. Understanding the scene as 

a space for expression, its work is marked 

by a plastic theater and research in visual 

dramaturgy.
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In Thauma we investigate with:

- Kinetic and choreographic objects: 

transforming space and its characteristics. 

- Mechanical objects: using the symbolic 

load that automation creates and using objects 

with remote control in the scene (birds, cars, 

balls, etc.)

- The body as an object: bodies of 

interpreters are just another everyday object, 

stripped of will, thrown into space.

- Visual dramaturgy devices: using 

different visual strategies such as strangeness, 

substitution or alteration.

4.
 th

e i
nv

es
ti

ga
ti

on



To awe means to come out of 
the shadows to begin to grasp 
the edges of our being, the 
limits of our knowledge.

Cuquita Sandoval
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6. what have been said about thauma

Oriol Puigtaulé - Núvol 15/5/2024 

The box of wonders

Thauma is an attractive, tasty and easily digestible proposal. In other words, for all palates, ages and types of 
audience. Is there anything more universal than looking and being surprised? An audience of young and old 
marveled at this clean and colorful piece. Contemporary creation for all audiences, mischievous hybridization, 
pop show with a Brossian and avant-garde atmosphere. If the company were from Belgium or Holland, we 
would already be talking about the must of the season. (...) 

(...) I can and do affirm, without any shame, that this show should go around the world. And it’s very clear to 
me that it would work just as well anywhere in the world. Because the ability to marvel knows no borders. And 
because it is very nice, from time to time, to go to the theater and let ourselves being surprised.

Santi Fondevila - Now 5/19/2024

This had never been seen in the theater

Plato and Aristotle considered Thauma (surprise) the driver of wisdom, and therefore the foundation of 
philosophy itself. Andreu Martínez and Magda Puig Torres have made the concept their own in a stage proposal 
as unusual among us as it is successful, even though it does not aim to philosophize but to captivate, to marvel. 
Yes, really amazing.

Jordi Bordes - Recomana.cat 5/16/2024

The unexpected surrealist

Aesthetics play in favor of surprise, of playing to imagine new worlds. It has a focused reference, although with 
an almost unattainable camera aperture. (...)

(...)The game is constant. The plastic, absolute. At times, one can imagine moments of a cataclysm of humanity; 
in others a disproportionate joke with a dinosaur fighting a helicopter like that gorilla and the planes from King 
Kong.

Andreu Gomila - Temps de les Arts 27/5/2024

The creation is delicious, an explosion of imagination and resources. It all starts from that very Brossian thing of 
surprise, of letting yourself being surprised. Getting out of here is a major challenge for the artist. How can the 
viewer be stunned? They use everything: remote-controlled objects, circus techniques, movement, text. (...)

(...) Thauma should be next year at the Kunstenfestivaldesarts in Brussels, in Stockholm, in Strasbourg, in 
Vienna... Make it possible.

https://www.nuvol.com/teatre-i-dansa/la-caixa-de-les-meravelles-382794
https://www.ara.cat/cultura/teatre/aixo-no-s-havia-vist-mai-teatre_1_5034225.html
https://www.ara.cat/cultura/teatre/aixo-no-s-havia-vist-mai-teatre_1_5034225.html
https://recomana.cat/obres/thauma/critica/l-imprevist-surrealista
https://recomana.cat/obres/thauma/critica/l-imprevist-surrealista
https://tempsarts.cat/arts-esceniques/teatre/obres-com-thauma-i-nodi-de-gossos-i-malditos/


7. interviews and reports

10/5/2024 · Toni Puntí · TN TV3
The scenic poem Thauma surprises critics in the final 
stretch of the Free season

11/5/2024 · Víctor Giralt · Betevé
Andreu Martínez and Magda Puig Torres marvel with the 
visual montage ‘Thauma’

22/5/2024 ·Gent de merda· Radio Primavera Sound
Amaze us againz

*All of them are in catalan, but there are lots of images from the show.

https://www.ccma.cat/3cat/el-poema-escenic-thauma-sorpren-la-critica-en-el-tram-final-de-la-temporada-del-teatre-lliure/video/6282721/#onboarding=true
https://www.ccma.cat/3cat/el-poema-escenic-thauma-sorpren-la-critica-en-el-tram-final-de-la-temporada-del-teatre-lliure/video/6282721/#onboarding=true
https://www.ccma.cat/3cat/el-poema-escenic-thauma-sorpren-la-critica-en-el-tram-final-de-la-temporada-del-teatre-lliure/video/6282721/
https://beteve.cat/cultura/thauma-andreu-martinez-magda-puig-torres-espai-lliure/
https://beteve.cat/cultura/thauma-andreu-martinez-magda-puig-torres-espai-lliure/
https://beteve.cat/cultura/thauma-andreu-martinez-magda-puig-torres-espai-lliure/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2TLqkWo3GKWgVU23CZVJJa
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Scenic and visual creator.
Resident artist at Teatre Lliure 23/24.

Actor, puppeteer, stage director and 
researcher in visual theater.
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Co-direction with Anna M. Ricart
Playwright Anna Maria Ricart
Virtual Teatre Lliure (Covid)
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Video clip by Alba Haro
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* Click in each name to see images of the project.

DRAMATURGY
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A hand full of mud

Me and Magdalena

The blind men of Maeterlinck 

(adaptation)
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Young creators award from the 
Ministry of Culture 2015

Resident artist at Mercat de les 
Flors (Graner) 2016

THEATRE

Plexus Polaire
Moby Dick
Cendres

Conde Torrefiel
Observen como el cansancio
derrota el pensamiento

La chica de la inmobiliaria nos 
dijo que en el apartamento 
había piscina

Philippe Genty
La llamada del mar

Monte Isla
Un cuerpo sin talento

Cildo Meireles 
and Joan Baixas
Daurrodò

MASTER
“Philosophy and 
contemporary scenic 
creation”FUESCYL University

www.magdapuig.com%20
https://youtu.be/CXwd0NQhodI%3Fsi%3DED_RY3uVICV3ZG9B
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/productions/placido-mo
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/productions/infinitus-paper
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/productions/me-and-magdalena
https://youtu.be/BWTI9x4paRQ%3Fsi%3DJrd4otquU1TvnyLa
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/diadia
https://youtu.be/37sk40b_NZQ%3Fsi%3DeOeVImQy_MnUWCAG
https://youtu.be/7MNgMClkdQM%3Fsi%3Dq-x56qAv4y1KyiUZ
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/productions/infinitus-paper
https://www.culturaiconflicte.org/en
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/productions/infinitus-paper
https://www.plexuspolaire.com/
http://www.elcondedetorrefiel.com/observen%2520como%2520el%2520cansancio%25202.html
https://www.magdapuig.com/en/productions/infinitus-paper
https://monteisla.com/
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